[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.emf][image: image3.jpg]©

(B 2212767

?rgamstlme-com [ Aexey Bannykh | Dreamstime.com





Welcome to Chemistry! Chemistry is the study of matter and energy and as such is relevant to you no matter where your interests lie or what profession you eventually choose.  In this class, you will review and expand critical thinking skills by performing data collection and analysis and drawing connections to real-world problems.  Labs and projects will be conducted to intensify learning and enhance understanding.

Chemistry is an introductory college preparatory course that involves the study of matter and energy and centers on the development of problem-solving skills.  It is a general survey course designed to enrich your understanding of the complex issues and choices of a scientific and technological society.  The emphasis on problem solving dictates the course recommendation that the successful student will have completed Algebra 1 and Biology.  This course satisfies a UC/CSU Lab Science Course Requirement.

Contact Information
                                         Parent/Student/Teacher communication is vital to student success and is encouraged at any time and for any reason. I am happy to speak with students and parents, and welcome your e-mails and calls.

Please allow 24 hours for a response (48 if it’s Saturday ( )

I believe one of the most important skills high school students need to learn is to advocate for themselves.  If any issue arises: questions, absences, grades, make-up work, etc. the student needs to contact me directly.  If, after speaking with me, the issue still isn’t resolved, then the parent can and should contact me.  Parents, please encourage your student to talk to me as soon as they have a question or concern – we don’t want things to snowball.  It’s easier for me to help and get your student back on track when we address the problem early.  
I am available for make-up work and additional help before/after school and during lunch by appointment. Please do not hesitate to ask for help! I recommend checking our class website regularly, as it will list important dates, resources, and other announcements. 
Mrs. Macedo’s Mantra: If you have a question – Ask! If you need help – Ask! Don’t be afraid to ASK!
General Department Guidelines and Procedures
Class will primarily consist of the following components:  Class Activities and laboratory exercises, projects, lecture, computer use, in-class and at-home review or summary of covered topics, problem-solving and concept practice.  In addition, technology will be used to enhance or supplement concepts. 

In order for our class to master the many topics in Chemistry, we must all respect one another and collaborate together effectively.
Students are expected to:
· Behave respectfully at all times.

· Be on time and fully prepared to participate and learn.

· Be knowledgeable of all assignment, lab, quiz, and test dates. *Can be found on class webpage*
· Participate in class discussions, group efforts and activities.

· Be safe and contribute to a safe learning environment.

· Be cognizant of and adhere to Classroom Procedures.
Students should limit requests to leave class, and obtain permission, a hall pass, and sign in and out of class.
Class Policy and Behavior Expectations: Mrs. Macedo has adopted a policy of mutual respect.
Students are expected to be courteous, and to work on the assigned task. Behavior that interferes with other students or the instructor will not be tolerated. Students who need more than a reminder will be referred to the APs who will follow district policy.  
Assignments and Class Work:  (Keep all your work accessible and in class daily)

You are expected to come to class each day prepared to learn.  Therefore, you must have your homework completed and have all materials in your possession when you come into the classroom.

· While homework is not formally graded, it is assigned every day, and it is strongly recommended and expected that students keep up to date on their mastery of the learning targets by completing the suggested practice at home.  

· Collaboration is expected on HW, Lab assignments, group work and projects; however, copied work receives a zero for both parties involved.  “We worked together” is not a valid (nor accepted) reason for why both assignments are identical.  Learn to express your own thoughts!
· Honesty and Integrity are expected of all students at Heritage High School.  Any student found to commit or facilitate cheating on ANY assignment will receive a zero for the assignment with no chance to make it up accompanied by a parental notification.  This includes copying of class work, homework, test and the use of unauthorized electronic equipment during tests. Cheating includes allowing another student to copy work.  Both students will be given zeroes.  If the student cheats a second time the student will be referred to the Administration along with the implementation of the LUHSD Discipline Policy.
Attendance and Make-up Policy

· A student’s absence one or two days prior to a test will not excuse him/her from taking the test.  Tests are planned sufficiently in advance so that the student should have time to adequately prepare for them. (If you know that you will miss a test, quiz, or lab because of a school related obligation, it is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements with Mrs. Macedo to take the test prior to test day).

· If you are attending an extracurricular activity, it is your responsibility to turn in any assignments before you leave school and find out what your homework will be for the next class.
· Classwork and homework can be found on the class webpage.  Even if you are absent, it is RECOMMENDED you complete the homework for that day – you can either look it up online or come get it from Mrs. Macedo.  Otherwise, it’s really like you’re missing two days of class because the homework is usually an introduction of a concept to prepare you for the following day’s lesson.

· Only students with excused absences may arrange for make-ups.   Make-Ups are by appointment, and must occur within 2 days of your return, or you will earn a “0” on the standard and need to complete a reassessment.
** YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR SCHEDULING MAKE-UPS **
Materials: 
Students are expected to come to class prepared.  Please bring a pen/pencil, a notebook specific for this course only, and scientific calculator to class every day.

General Grading Guidelines:
This course will be using a variation on standards-based grading practices.  Under this model, grades will primarily be composed of summative assessments and labs/projects.  Daily practice; whether it be activities, worksheets, notes, reflections or “suggested homework” will not count towards the student’s end grade.  The purpose of standards-based grading it to move conversations about student achievement towards useful information about their mastery of each standard (learning target). Grades will be posted weekly or as assignments are collected and graded.
Each semester grade is based on a cumulative grading period system.  The summative assessments will be based on the learning targets for the course.  Learning targets for each unit will be available on the class website.  Tests will be assessed by learning target; each learning target will be graded separately on a 10-point scale.  Students have the opportunity to retake learning targets in order to improve their understanding and master the objectives.  Students must complete a reassessment agreement for each learning target each time they want to reassess.  The reassessment process must be started within 2 weeks, and may not occur during the last week of the quarter/semester.  The purpose of the midterm (at the end of the quarter) and the final exam (at the end of the semester) is to measure retention of learning over time and students will not be able to retake it.  
The grading scale is A>90, B>80, C>70, D>60, F<59.9
- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut along the dotted line and return to Mrs. Macedo - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Syllabus Acknowledgement and Contract 
  Please detach this page, sign and return it to Mrs. Macedo.  The syllabus should be kept as a reference.

Chemistry is a rigorous laboratory science.  None-the-less we believe every student is capable of succeeding.  Parent/Student/Teacher communication is vital to student success and is encouraged at anytime and for any reason.  Success in this course requires daily homework, review, and preparation.  The calendar shows all reading, activities, labs, assessments, and their due dates. Copies of missed notes or lost handouts may be obtained from the class website.   Your signature below serves to acknowledge that you have read and understand the requirements and structure as outlined in the Chemistry Class Syllabus.
Student:

I have read the syllabus and understand the classroom/laboratory expectations and discipline policy.  I agree to abide by the expectations of this class and will commit to doing quality work the entire course.  I understand I am responsible for my own behavior and actions.  I also understand that cheating is unacceptable and occurs when:

a) I fail to do my own work and turn in something I did not personally complete


b) I use anything other than acceptable materials to complete assignments or a quiz/exam


c) I provide answers or work to another student

_________________________                    ___________________________    
  _________
Student Name





Student Signature 


       Date

Parent or Guardian:

I have discussed the classroom expectations and discipline policy on the previous pages with my son/daughter.  I understand how to contact the teacher, what will influence my child’s academic performance in this course, and will make every effort to ensure his/her academic success.

_________________________                    ___________________________    
  _________

Parent/Guardian Name



Guardian Signature 


       Date
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Mrs. Katherine Macedo





Science Department, Room D112





Phone: (925) 634 – 0037 ext. 6412





Email: macedok@luhsd.net








Summative……………………70%


(Tests, quizzes)


Formative…………….….0%


(Daily practice – in class or at home)


        Labs & Projects……….20%


Midterm/Final………….10%








